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T he board of supervisors in Dinwiddie County on Tuesday unanimously
rejected a proposal to build a 196-acre solar panel project.

The board voted against a rezoning proposal made by an entity called Flowers Solar
LLC, which wanted to build a relatively small, 20-megawatt solar farm.

Mark Moore, a member of the board, said solar panels harvest too little energy to be
worth the cost. Solar fields take up large swaths of rural land but can’t harvest energy
at night.

“There are other sources of energy that are well more productive,” Moore said.

Though demand for electricity continues to mount in Virginia with the construction of
data centers, many residents are hesitant to sacrifice rural real estate. Residents often
say their land should not be devoted to powering data centers in Northern Virginia.

8/22/25, 1:34 PM Dinwiddie supervisors reject 196-acre solar farm proposal

https://richmond.com/news/local/government-politics/article_18b44556-e0fd-4621-ba08-fd1b51a3c7b4.html 2/5

https://dinwiddiecountyva.new.swagit.com/videos/352973


Flowers Solar, owned by the Northern Virginia-based Greenvolt Power Actualize,
proposed rezoning a tract of land on the north side of Route 460, across from a
Walmart distribution center and next to Tindal Corporation, a concrete
manufacturer. The proposal sought a zoning change from agricultural to a solar
energy district.

Just 9% of the property is currently used for agricultural production, and most of it
does not contain prime farmland or soils of importance, said Mark Bassett, the
county’s director of planning. Flowers proposed installing the panels 75 feet from the
road and behind trees to limit visibility.

Will Shewmake, a lawyer for the firm Woods Rogers, which represented the solar
company, said the electricity harvested at the farm would serve the local community
and not be redistributed to the rest of the state.

Dinwiddie has no large power plants, and Virginia imports about 20% of its
electricity, Shewmake said.

“If you have a problem with the grid and the shortages, Dinwiddie is going to be one
of the first to feel it,” Shewmake said. “The demand for electricity in Virginia is
absolutely surging.”

Some residents supported the project, recognizing the potential for an energy crisis in
the next decade.
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But others urged county leaders to protect woodland and farm spaces. Some residents
said solar panels aren’t worth the costs because they do not generate enough
electricity, and some expressed concern about how the panels affect the land and
water.

One resident said the land would be better off saved for another industrial project.

Ultimately, the board voted against the proposal. Supervisors Casey Dooley and
William Chavis said they could not vote for the project because their constituents
clearly didn’t support it. Dinwiddie leaders also rejected a solar proposal from
Flowers Solar last year.

Moore, one of the supervisors, said a better use for the property will arise sooner or
later.
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