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June 11, 2025

Hon. Elizabeth Fiedler
Chair, House Energy

317 Irvis Office Building
P.O.Box 202184
Harrisburg, PA17120-2184

Hon. Martin T. Causer
Republican Chair, House Energy
47 East Wing

P.O. Box 202067

Harrisburg, PA17120-2067

MAREC Action comments in support of HB 502: Pennsylvania Reliable Energy
Sustainability Standard (PRESS)

Good morning, Chair Fiedler and Republican Chair Causer, members of the committee.

My name is Evan Vaughan, Executive Director of MAREC Action (informally, “Mid-Atlantic
Renewable Energy Coalition”). | am honored to testify here today. Thank you for the
opportunity. My organization is a non-profit coalition representing over 50 utility-scale
solar, wind, and battery storage developers, wind turbine and solar panel manufacturers,
and public interest organizations dedicated to promoting the growth and development of
renewable energy in Pennsylvania and in nine other jurisdictions across the PJM electric
grid.

On behalf of MAREC Action and our member companies, | am testifying today in support of
HB502. This legislation would establish the Reliable Energy Siting and Electric Transition
Board (RESET). The RESET Board would establish an optional state-level approval process
for reliable energy projects larger than 25 MW. The RESET Board—which is comparable to
energy siting boards in Ohio and Kentucky—would offer energy developers a more
predictable process toward project approvals or denials and will allow needed generation
to come online faster to stabilize electricity rates.

Your consideration of this legislation comes at a critical moment for the Commonwealth.
PJM anticipates peak demand across the entire thirteen state system to rise by 70,000
megawatts (MW) over the next 15 years. That’s like building Pennsylvania’s entire existing
electricity generating fleet—and then some 20,000 MW more—over the next 15 years.
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Given the scope of electricity growth, a standardized process for siting energy projects is
not just “nice-to-have”, it’s “need-to-have” for this Commonwealth to meet demand. In
addition to the other facets of Governor Shapiro’s Lightning Plan, including the proposed
Pennsylvania Reliable Energy Sustainability Standard (PRESS), the RESET Board will make
or break Pennsylvania’s ability to continue growing as an energy leader for the region.

RESET matters because the 9,000 MW of renewable generation, and additional megawatts
of other generation sources, in Pennsylvania’s portion of the PJM interconnection queue
are far from a sure thing. It can take years for a project to work its way through the queue.
Given that these projects have already established queue positions, they are the most
rapidly deployable reliable energy generation projects in the Commonwealth. Once a
project receives a green light from PJM to connect to the grid, developers still face hurdles
to bring that power plant online. PJM has estimated there are many gigawatts of energy
generation across the region that have successfully exited the queue but haven’t been
built. Maximizing deployment of these projects will help to ensure reliable electricity for
consumers and stabilize electricity costs.

Siting policies constitute one of the largest hurdles an energy project faces after exiting the
interconnection queue and can cause projects to be delayed or cancelled. We concur with
PJM’s assessment that states should take action to minimize siting barriers to new
electricity generation.” Bringing new, low-cost clean energy resources online as quickly as
possible is one of the primary levers this legislature can pull to ensure consumer rates
stabilize.

Pennsylvania is one of only 12 states nationally without some state-level role in siting
decisions for large energy projects.? Ohio, through the Ohio Power Siting Board, has
approved and installed almost 5,000 MW of renewable energy capacity to date, close to
double Pennsylvania’s installed capacity. Kentucky permits energy projects through the
Electric Transmision and Generation Siting Board. Though Kentucky is a new market for
clean energy, we have seen over 500 MW of solar come online in just the last few years
following consideration by the Kentucky Siting Board. While neither of these systems are
flawless, they allow their respective states to have more input into their energy futures
than Pennsylvania’s local siting process currently allows.

Creating a state-level process for large energy projects to gain approvals allows the state
to better plan for and meet growing energy needs. The added certainty around timelines for
permitting, which can be long or unclear at the county or municipal level, encourages
development and helps reduce costs, which in turn can reduce energy costs for

" https://insidelines.pjm.com/pjm-generation-interconnection-reforms-continue-to-produce-results/
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consumers. Some counties or municipalities do not have the resources to review technical
applications, norisit reasonable to expect every locality to develop expertise necessary to
ensure their energy siting decisions add up to an adequate electricity generation supply for
the entire Commonwealth. State involvement in energy siting also helps to protect private
property rights, as every single energy project developed by MAREC members (and private
developers more broadly) has the consent of the landowner.

Ultimately, the RESET Board does not eliminate a local government voice in siting
decisions as the legislation allows for robust local participation through public hearings
and a requirement that energy developers seeking RESET approval consult with the
municipality where the project will be located. This maintains an appropriate seat at the
table for localities to weigh in on projects in their communities.

In the near future, MAREC Action expects to submit to the committee proposed
amendments to strengthen the RESET process, and we look forward to discussing those
ideas with this committee.

In closing, MAREC Action and our member companies in the large-scale clean energy
industry welcome the introduction of this legislation and stand ready to invest and create
clean energy jobs in the Commonwealth. We look forward to continued engagement with
the legislature and Governor Shapiro’s administration as this policy is refined through the
legislative process.

I look forward to answering any questions you may have.

Best regards,

Evan Vaughan

Executive Director

MAREC Action

PO Box 3335 Silver Spring, MD 20918
Evaughan (at) marec.us



