
The Solar Siting Model Ordinance Standards Bill – SB 1114 , 
(VanValkenburg) and HB 2438, (Mundon King) – provides a 
resource for localities, fosters economic growth, advances 
Virginia’s renewable energy goals and enhances energy 
independence in the Commonwealth, all while ensuring local 
control, property rights and community engagement are 
preserved in siting ground-mount solar projects. Failing to build 
enough new solar facilities will result in continued reliance on 
expensive fossil fuels and would force Virginia to build seven 
new natural gas plants and associated pipelines over the next 
fifteen years.* 

Empowering and Informing Local 
Decision-Making
•	 This bill provides localities with evidence- and fact-based 

standards for siting ground-mount solar projects, saving time 
and money during ordinance implementation.

•	 The standards include permissible ranges which allow 
localities to tailor their ordinances to their own unique 
geographic and land use considerations.

Maintaining Local Authority 
and Autonomy
•	 The bill respects and strengthens local authority by 

equipping localities with standards to assess solar projects in 
line with their unique priorities and needs.

•	 A project that meets all the standards may still be denied by 
a locality if their governing body determines that the project 
is not the right fit for their community.

Encouraging Balanced Development 
and Fair Evaluation
•	 The bill establishes a fair framework for evaluating solar 

proposals, ensuring projects are considered based on 
their merits.

•	 It will set standards to better define what makes a “good 
solar project” and that the resulting solar facilities are well-
designed and responsibly managed.

•	 It balances renewable energy development, property rights 
and energy independence with preserving local landscapes, 
agricultural land and community character.

Supporting Economic Development and 
Renewable Energy Goals
•	 Clear and consistent standards help streamline the 

development process, reducing uncertainty for localities, 
property owners, and developers.

Solar Siting Model Ordinance Standards Bill – SB 1114/HB 2438

A Path to Balanced, Predictable, Locally 
Controlled Solar Development



•	 The standards address issues related to the complete life 
cycle of a project, including siting, workforce, aesthetics, 
environmental impacts and end of life. 

•	 A robust pipeline of clean energy development retains and 
attracts technology companies and businesses that demand 
access to renewable energy, keeping Virginia the best place 
to do business.

Promoting Transparency and Public 
Engagement
•	 The standards promote transparency by setting clear 

development expectations.

•	 Consistent standards ensure developers work with 
landowners, the locality and other community stakeholders 
to build projects with a high standard of excellence.

•	 Localities remain the ultimate decision-makers on solar 
project approvals, ensuring that community feedback plays a 
central role.

Addressing Current Challenges while 
Maintaining Local Authority
•	 Over half of Virginia’s counties have signaled they are closed 

for business to solar. There are 55 counties and cities that 
have either banned or made it difficult to develop utility-scale 
solar projects through ordinances as of Nov. 2024 – making 
the developement process inconsistent and unpredictable.

•	 Many other localities lack any standards at all. The industry 
believes that all projects should be built to a high standard as 
outlined in this bill.

•	 Localities will no longer have to “reinvent the wheel” when 
developing or updating an ordinance, saving time and 
resources while maintaining their authority to make final 
decisions for their communities.

Locality has a ban on utility-
scale solar or an ordinance that 
makes developing utility-scale 
solar practically impossible 

Locality does not have a 
utility-scale solar ordinance 

Locality has a utility-scale solar 
ordinance that makes it more 
difficult and expensive to develop

Locality has a utility-scale 
solar ordinance that does not 
hinder development

SB 1114/HB 2438 offers an important step forward to address challenges of energy development, ensuring that localities 
retain the power to make decisions that reflect their unique needs, while benefiting from clear and consistent guidelines. 
By striking a balance between consistent standards and local control, this legislation creates a pathway for predictable, 
responsible solar growth that supports economic development and community well-being, protects landowner rights, 
promotes energy independence in the Commonwealth, and contributes to Virginia’s clean energy goals. 

To learn more visit www.marec.us/va-siting-reform/
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