
West Virginia has long harnessed the 
state’s plen ful natural resources to fuel 
economic prosperity. New energy 
sources and demands of the 21st Centu-
ry economy create an opportunity to 
con nue West Virginia’s proud legacy as 
an energy-producing state while com-
pe ng successfully with other states for 
regional investment.  
 
Access to low-cost clean energy can be a 
determining factor in the si ng decisions 
of major manufacturers, data centers, 
and other energy-intensive industries. As 
one of the na on’s major energy ex-
por ng states, West Virginia is well situ-
ated to expand its energy por olio to 
meet the needs of these businesses 
alongside a robust tradi onal energy sec-
tor. 
 
The consistent open-for-business mes-
sage from all levels of West Virginia gov-
ernment is working—reaching the new 
energy industries and se ng the state 
apart from its neighbors. Con nued 
growth in the new energy industries will  
support well-paying careers for West Vir-
ginians in construc on, opera ons, and 
manufacturing.  

WEST VIRGINIA’S RENEWABLE ENERGY OPPORTUNITY 

West Virginia renewable energy 
at-a-glance*: 
¨ 1,200 in-state renewable energy jobs; 

¨ $2B private capital investment; 

¨ $6.4M in land lease payments AND           
$6.8M in state and local taxes paid each year; 

¨ 856 MW of opera ng wind capacity                            
= approx. 225,000 homes powered; 

¨ 63.5 MW of opera ng energy storage; 

¨ More than 180 MW of u lity-scale solar 
planned in the near term; 

¨ Project coun es: Exis ng wind projects in Bar-
bour, Grant, Greenbrier, Mineral, Randolph, 
Tucker. Solar development in Jefferson and 
Raleigh. Many other coun es have poten al. 

Photovoltaic panel racking at a u lity-scale solar facility, 
West Virginia will soon see similar construc on ac vity. 

*Data source: American Clean Power Associa on market reports and fact sheets 



Consumer demand drives growth: Many of West Virginia’s biggest private-sector employers, including 
Walmart, Toyota, Kroger, AEP, Lowe’s, and Proctor & Gamble, want to buy low-cost renewable electricity. 
West Virginia has the wind and solar resources to meet demand and help draw new employers. 

 

Dawn for solar: The Mountain State’s 
first u lity-scale solar photovoltaic plants 
have state si ng cer ficates, including 
EDF Renewables’ 92.5 MW Wild Hill So-
lar and Dakota Power/Enel North Ameri-
ca’s 90 MW Raleigh Solar. These projects 
represent a combined private invest-
ment of $215 million. Developers see 
significant opportuni es for addi onal 
West Virginia solar energy projects 

 

Wind keeps growing: Clearway recently 
completed its 115 MW Black Rock Wind farm. The project will pay approximately $5.7 million in property 
taxes over the project’s life, making it one of the largest taxpayers to Grant and Mineral coun es. Addi-

onally, the project will generate $9.0 million in West Virginia business and occupancy taxes over this 
same period. 

Federal policy developments: The federal 
Infla on Reduc on Act and bi-par san 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
will help prepare our grid for the future 
and drive more clean energy projects 
(ranging from carbon-capture at coal and 
gas facili es, to solar, wind, storage, and 
hydrogen) and manufacturing to West Vir-
ginia’s energy communi es in need of in-
vestment. 
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Le : Invenergy’s Beech Ridge Energy Center, fea-
turing wind turbines and ba ery storage facility 
in Greenbrier County, West Virginia. 

U lity-scale solar facility built on a closed landfill in Maryland. West Vir-
ginia focused companies have similar plans for development on former 
mineland or other brownfields, in addi on to greenfield development. 


